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to weigh in considering the available area code relief alternatives. Springwich argues
that the overlay method would avoid the burden, inconvenience and expense to all
affected telephone users (both wireline and wireless) of having to notify potential callers
of their new numbers, replace stationery, and re-program customer premises
equipment such as facsimile machines and computer modems. Springwich also argues
that for an increasing number of Connecticut citizens who subscribe to wireless
telephone services, an overlay would also avoid the additional time, effort and cost
required to physically re-programmed cellular telephone handsets. Springwich June 26,
1997 Brief, pp. 2-4.

Springwich that just as Connecticut consumers had to be informed about the
recent area code split, an overlay would also require consumer education as to the new
10-digit dialing pattern. Springwich notes that implementing further area code splits
would not avoid that educational necessity in many locations, since it would be
impossible to accommodate all local calling areas within each of the four area codes.
Springwich concludes that in the case of geographic splits, the Department would either
have to order mandatory 10-digit dialing similar to an overlay, or else consumers along
the border areas of each of the four area codes would necessarily have to be educated
as to even more confusing new dialing requirements for certain, but not all, calls, which
requirements might likely differ depending upon whether the user was dialing from his
or her home or office or another location.

Springwich contends that these consumer issues dictate that the Department
adopt an overlay approach to NXX code exhaust and that it not repeat the experience
of the recent geographic split. According to Springwich, another geographic split would
be worse the second time because there would be two splits, more confusing
geographic boundaries, local calling area disruptions, and approximately one quarter of
Connecticut users will have already gone through the process within an approximately
two to three year period. Springwich June 26, 1997 Brief, pp. 4 and 5.

Finally, Springwich asserts that an overlay avoids the need for consumers to
notify potential callers of, and reprint stationery with, their new telephone numbers until
and unless they add new numbers. Springwich also asserts that an overlay avoids the
additional inconvenience, disruption and cost to cellular telephone consumers of having
to have their telephones physically reprogrammed. Additionally, with an overlay, it
would permit a one-time, consistent, statewide notification to educate consumers about
a new 10-digit dialing format, rather than implementing a format in a piecemeal and
confusing fashion. Springwich further argues that unlike the market condition at the
time of the last area code split, any potentially adverse competitive impact on new
competitive CLEC market entrants will be mitigated substantially, if not entirely, at the
time of the next area code exhaust by the implementation of local number portability,
rather than having to undergo a number change in order to make a competitive choice
to switch carriers, and by the fact that CLECs have already reserved, and will continue
to be able to reserve NXX codes in the existing 860 and 203 areas until the exhaust is
reached. Springwich June 26, 1997 Brief, pp. 5 and 6.



The Department notes from the outset that during the public hearings held
between September 18, 1997 and October 21, 1997, a recurring suggestion made by
the public was to assign area codes to specific telecommunications services and/or
technologies. This issue has been previously addressed by the FCC. In particular, in
the FCC's Second Report and Order, the FCC stated that:

As discussed in greater detail below, the Department as well as the
telecommunications industry in Connecticut have been attempting to develop measures
and procedures to 1) provide for a greater utilization and a more efficient utilization of
telephone numbering resources as a means of delaying NXX exhaust in the 860 and
203 NPAs; and 2) in the event that area code relief is necessary, determining the
appropriate manner in which new area codes will be implemented in Connecticut.

Based on SNET's forecast derived from information provided by
telecommunications services providers in the state,11 Connecticut is expected to
experience an exhaust of NXX codes within the 860 and 203 NPAs in the near future.
Contributing to the potential exhaust of NXXs is consumer demand for cellular
telephones, pagers, computer modems, facsimile machines and requests for multiple
lines for homes and businesses. The recent entry of competitive local exchange
carriers in the Connecticut market and their requests for large blocks of numbers have
also contributed to the depletion of NXX codes within the 860 and 203 area codes.
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III. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS

First, we conclude that any overlay that would segregate only particular
types of telecommunications services or particular types of
telecommunications technologies in discrete area codes would be
unreasonably discriminatory and would unduly inhibit competition. We
therefore clarify the Ameritech Order by explicitly prohibiting all service
specific or technology-specific area code overlays because every service
specific or technology-specific overlay plan would exclude certain carriers
or services from the existing area code and segregate them in a new area
code. Among other things, the implementation of a service or technology
specific overlay requires that only existing customers of, or customers
changing to, that service or technology change their numbers.

Second Report and Order, p. 124, ,-r285.

11 Telecommunications service providers were requested to submit their forecasted NXX usage to SNET
for the November 1996/December 1997 time period to provide the Department with an initial
measurement of the use of telephone numbering resources in Connecticut. See the November 18,
1996 SNET Letter to all NPA 860 and 203 Code Applicants (CLECs, Cellular companies, and PCS
Providers) and the November 19, 1996 SNET letter to the Department, pp. 1-4.
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Since the Department has been preempted from investigating this issue, the
Department is currently investigating various options to present to the FCC as to justify
reconsidering the above order and preemption authority. The Department has before it
various measures to delay area code exhaust in the 860 and 203 NPAs. In the event
that these measures fail to achieve the desired results, the Department also has before
it two options to implement area code relief. The Department's analysis follows the
measures to delay NPA exhaust.

B. CONNECTICUT TELEPHONE NUMBER RESOURCES

This proceeding has been initiated to oversee the management of telephone
numbering resources in Connecticut. When the 203 area code split implementation
was completed on October 4, 1996, 398 NXXs of the available 792 NXXs were
assigned to Connecticut service providers, leaving 394 NXXs to be assigned in the 860
NPA and 343 NXX codes in the 203 area code. 12 According to the SNET witness, there
were 61 NXXs assigned during the last three months of 1996 in the 860 area code and
52 NXXs assigned in the 203 NPA. Based on the Connecticut industry forecast, it is
expected that 161 NXXs in the 860 NPA and 156 NXXs in the 203 area codes will be
assigned during 1997.13 Accounting for these NXX assignments, SNET estimates that
159 NXX codes will be available in the 860 NPA and 135 NXX codes in the 203 area
code during calendar year 1998. Based on the forecasted usage for calendar years
1997 and 1998, SNET believes that Connecticut should be prepared for the exhaustion
of NXX codes in the 860 and 203 area codes. Tr. 5/27/97, pp. 303 and 305; SNET
June 26, 1997 Brief, p. 5. During oral argument, SNET updated its estimates of NXX
exhaust dates to May 1999 for the 860 NPA and March, 2000 for the 203 NPA. Tr.
1/6/98, p. 979.

During this proceeding, the Department and the docket participants have
explored and in some cases undertaken certain measures to delay the exhaust of
NXXs in the 860 and 203 area codes. The following is a description and analysis of
those measures.

1. Rate Center Consolidation

At the Department's direction, SNET reduced the number of its current toll rate
centers from 115 to 86. 14 This reduction in rate centers also reduced the rate at which
available NXX codes were depleted because NXXs are assigned on a rate center
basis. By reducing the number of rate centers, the availability of NXX codes and

12 Not all NXX codes may be assigned for general use. For example, certain NXX codes such as N-1-1,
or other NXX codes may be held back to be used for special billing purposes, weather, lottery, Feature
Group B codes and plant test codes. Other NXX codes may be withheld (i.e., NXX codes that are the
same as area codes in neighboring states) to minimize customer confusion and dialing errors. SNET
June 26, 1997 Brief, p. 4.

13 During the January - April 1997 time period, 48 and 55 NXXs were assigned to the 860 and 203 area
codes, respectively.

14 The number of rate centers in the 203 NPA was reduced from 38 to 29 and in the 860 area code, from
77 to 57. Tr. 3/7/97, pp. 5 and 6.
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telephone numbers associated with those codes was increased. Absent any rate
center consolidation, SNET estimated that the 860 area code would exhaust in May,
1998, and the 203 area code to exhaust in February 1999. Tr. 3/7/97, p. 6. On March
21, 1997 and March 31, 1997, SNET filed with the Department proposed changes to its
wholesale and retail tariffs respectively reflecting the rate center consolidation, with a
proposed effective date of April 4, 1997. SNET's proposed tariff changes were
approved by the Department on April 4, 1997, and the affected rate centers were
consolidated for effect on June 15, 1997. As a result of the rate center consolidation,
SNET extended the 860 NPA exhaust date from May 1998 to February 1999 and the
203 area code exhaust date from February 1999 to July 1999.15

2. Number Pooling and Porting

Currently, NXXs codes (the three digit prefix that immediately follow the area
code in each telephone number) are associated with specific points or rate centers in
the telecommunications network. Presently, each NXX code contains 10,000 telephone
numbers and when reserved by service providers, must be reserved in their entirety,
even though the provider may not require full use of the entire 10,000 numbers at that
time. Telecommunications services providers (wireless service providers, ILECs and
CLECs) are assigned NXX codes that correspond to each rate center in which they
intend to offer service. The Department believes that the current reservation
configuration of NXX codes is wasteful and an inefficient use of telephone numbering
resources which has contributed to the forecasted 860/203 exhaust. The Department
also believes that an appropriate step toward resolving the 860/203 telephone number
exhaust issue is conservation of those unused numbers through a pooling mechanism.

a. Number Pooling

In order to minimize the inefficient use of telephone number resources, the
Department will require, no later than March 16, 1998, all wireless service providers,
ILECs and CLECs to return any NXX codes which have been reserved on or before
April 15, 1997 and are not yet opened as of the date of this decision. Additionally, any
unopened 1,000 number blocks will be returned to SNET, Connecticut's current
telephone number administrator, to be pooled for future assignment. If the return of
these 1,000 number blocks will leave the provider with fewer than 300 free numbers to
issue, an additional block of 1,000 numbers may be retained to serve new customers
between January 15 and March 20, 1998. Further, recently certified CLECs and new
wireless service providers entering the Connecticut marketplace that have not
requested nor been assigned NXX codes will be permitted to retain the entire NXX
code block so that they may begin providing service to their end user customers.
Lastly, in order to facilitate the pooling of telephone numbers as well as their distribution
following pooling, the Department will require that a Connecticut telecommunications
industry task force be formed that would be comprised of one member from each of the
services providers currently offering service in Connecticut, a representative of the

15 The current level of NXX codes is less that originally forecasted which has also extended the projected
exhaust date of the 203 NPA to October 1999. SNET Response to TE-7.
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North American Numbering Plan Administrator, Lockheed Martin IMS and acc. The
industry task force should be formed no later than March 31, 1998. In addition to
oversight of Connecticut telephone number resources, the task force will also be
responsible for establishment of the terms and conditions under which NXX codes and
telephone numbers will be distributed amongst the various service providers and the
investigation of and recommendation to the Department of other measures to conserve
telephone number resources. These measures should include, but are not limited to
the recapture of unused NXX codes that have already been assigned or codes used for
special purposes such as testing, and requiring the assignment of telephone numbers
in NXX codes to be limited to 1,000 number blocks until exhaust of that block. Lastly,
the task force will also be responsible for implementing a consumer education program
to inform Connecticut end users of area code relief and the various methods available
to address telephone number exhaust. The task force will have a deadline of May 1,
1998 to submit rules and procedures to the Department for the management of existing
NXX resources in the immediate future. The task force will also be responsible for
informing the Department when further area code relief is necessary (i.e., the
introduction of new NPAs). In order to facilitate the Department's oversight of
Connecticut telephone number resources, SNET shall report to the Department on a
monthly basis, the number of remaining NXXs in the same format as it provided in its
response to Interrogatory TE-7. SNET shall continue to provide these reports to the
Department until such time as the task force is prepared to file this information. At that
time, SNET shall inform the Department that it will no longer be providing this
information and the task force shall continue reporting this information on a monthly
basis to the Department. While the Department does not expect the state industry task
force to duplicate those efforts currently underway on a national basis, the Department
does expect that practical solutions be developed and employed in Connecticut to
address future area code relief issues. All recommendations shall be forwarded to the
Department, as well as future requests for additional NXX codes and telephone
numbers for its review and approval.

b. Permanent Number Porting

An additional measure to delay the potential exhaust of telephone numbers
within the 860 and 203 NPAs is through the use of number porting technology. No
party has objected to the use of the number porting technology on a long term basis.
AT&T/Cox state that the record of this proceeding makes it clear that the area code
exhaust issue could be avoided by requiring the porting of unused numbers in assigned
NXXs. AT&T/Cox also state that employing number portability techniques will delay any
NPA exhaust issue in Connecticut until beyond the year 2005. Tr. 5/27/97, p. 141;
AT&T/Cox Brief, p. 3. AT&T/Cox Reply Brief, p. 2. acc states that it believes that the
implementation of LNP may provide an answer for the exhaust situation in Connecticut.
acc Brief, p. 4. BAM concurs and states that the projected exhaust date of available
telephone numbers in the near term will be somewhat ameliorated with the
implementation of number portability. BAM May 22, 1997 Comments, p. 1; BAM June
26, 1997 Brief, p. 5. Lastly, NECTA supports the porting of unassigned numbers as a
means of delaying exhaust of the 203 and 860 area codes. NECTA Brief, p. 5.
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SNET will begin implementation of Local Number Portability (LNP) in the Hartford
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) by April 1, 1998 and the New Haven MSA by
October 1, 1998.16 SNET estimates that once LNP has been deployed in the Hartford
and New Haven MSAs, more than 50% of the state will be served by LNPY The
Department notes that after December 31, 1998, each LEC must make long-term
number portability available in smaller MSAs within six months after a specific request
by another telecommunications carrier in the areas in which the requesting carrier is
operating or plans to operate. FCC July 2, 1996 First Report and Order and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CC Docket No. 95-116, In the Matter of Telephone
Number Portability, p. 43. Once implemented, LNP will permit end user customers to
retain their existing telephone number when moving from one local exchange provider
to another, as long as the location remains within the same geographic area served by
the NXX. LNP also will establish the foundation on which future number pooling
systems will be built. Late Filed Exhibit No.9, p. 1. Most importantly, for purposes of
this proceeding, deployment of permanent LNP will delay the area code exhaust
situation Connecticut is currently experiencing.

SNET's latest estimate of area code exhaust in the 860 and 203 area codes is
February 1999 and October 1999 respectively.18 SNET Response to Interrogatory TE
7. SNET states that with a geographic split or area overlay, it will require a total time
frame of 18-months in order to conduct the required network translations and
permissive dialing period. Depending upon the type of area code option implemented,
the period of time required for network translations and permissive dialing period would
differ. For example, with a geographic split, SNET claims that it would require 6-months
for network translation work and 12-months to conduct the permissive dialing period.
Under the area code overlay, SNET maintains that it would require 6- to 9-months to
conduct the required network translations and 9- to 12-months to implement the
permissive dialing period. SNET Response to Interrogatory TE-1. In any event the
Department will also require that an education program be conducted concurrent with
the implementation of the permissive dialing period. 19

Based on SNET's forecasts, it appears that LNP will be fully deployed in the
Hartford and New Haven MSAs prior to the 860 and 203 area code exhaust dates.
Since all telecommunications carriers will be required to pool all unused NXX codes
together with the deployment of LNP, the Department believes that area code relief
(e.g., geographic split or area overlay) should be unnecessary in those areas.
However, in the event the pooling of unused NXX codes and/or the deployment of LNP

16 There is no evidence within the record of this proceeding that indicates SNET would be prevented from
meeting the April 1, and October 1, 1998 lNP dates

17 Tr. 5/27/97, p. 380.
18 SNET updated its forecasted NXX exhaust dates to May 1999 and March 2000 for the 860 and 203

NPAs respectively. Tr. 1/6/98, p. 979.
19 According to the NPA Code Relief Planning and Notification Guidelines, the permissive dialing period

should allow sufficient time for customers to revise printed materials, reprogram equipment that stores
and analyzes telephone numbers (e.g., PBX, cellular phones, modems etc.), update directory listings,
notify customers and business associates, and change advertising (e.g., print ads, classified ads,
promotional materials, etc) Late Filed Exhibit No.1, Attachment 2, p. 15.



Docket No. 96-11-10 Page 40

is delayed, or a shortage of telephone numbers may occur in those MSA(s) where LNP
has not yet been deployed, additional measures may be required to address NPA
exhaust.

c. Interim Number Porting

In the event that number pooling and the permanent number portability does not
delay the exhaust of NXX codes in the 860 and 203 NPAs, AT&T/Cox witness Dr.
Collins has recommended that the interim number portability (INP) technology be used
to address telephone number exhaust. Tr., 5/27/97, p. 131. As noted above, LNP,
once deployed should resolve area code exhaust issues in the long term. Under Dr.
Collins' approach, interim number portability measures could address area code relief in
the short term in the event the Hartford and New Haven LNP dates slip and/or
telephone numbers are exhausted in the 860 and 203 NPA MSAs not served by LNP.
Dr. Collins also proposed that an industry task force be formed that would decide and
make available NXXs on a rate-center-by-rate-center basis. These NXXs would be
used by market entrants that require numbers for new telephone service. Dr. Collins
also proposed that the wireless industry not be required to contribute its unused
telephone numbers while SNET, then other wireline carriers would contribute to the
process to the extent they are needed. Tr., 5/27/97, pp. 224-231.

SNET opposes the porting of unassigned telephone numbers because it is not a
viable solution to number exhaust. SNET argues that INP may be wasteful of
telephone numbers and an inefficient use of resources. SNET also argues that porting
of unassigned numbers is not a viable near term solution to number exhaust because
porting of unassigned numbers would result in inferior service, create new
administrative burdens related to cost and allocation, and may be rendered obsolete by
the implementation of LNP. SNET Reply Brief, pp. 2-4.

The Department disagrees. The use of INP to address NPA exhaust in those
cases when LNP is unavailable is in the public interest and should be implemented.
The Department is aware that SNET has been offering INP since June 1996. While
SNET's current offering of INP is to accommodate customer migration from one local
service provider to another, the Department fails to comprehend why application of INP
under this scenario could not be employed until LNP has been fully deployed in
Connecticut. As proposed by Dr. Collins, the use of the second telephone number will
come from those numbers already purchased by the service provider, and under this
situation, would not be wasteful of telephone numbering resources.

The Department is also not persuaded by SNET's arguments that porting of
unassigned numbers would result in inferior service when the carriers themselves have
acknowledged and accepted the lower quality of service that would result from INP as
long as they are provided the opportunity to continue purchasing telephone numbers for
new service requests. 20 Tr. 6/11/97, pp. 494 and 496; AT&T/Cox June 26, 1997 Brief,

20 In some cases, service features such as Call Forwarding, Caller 10 and other "Class Features" may be
lost with INP. Tr. 5/27/97. p 148.
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p. 6. Similarly, the Department questions SNET's contention that use of INP under this
scenario would raise cost and allocation issues that are any different from those
experienced by SNET's current INP offering as well as why these issues should be
addressed any differently. As noted above, INP will only be offered in the event that
pooling is unsuccessful or LNP is not available and the NXXs in the 860 and/or 203
area codes have exhausted. The Department does not expect the use of INP for
purposes of addressing area code relief to be necessary. However, in order to ensure
an ample supply of telephone number resources, the Department will require that SNET
be prepared to make use of INP for numbering resources until LNP is deployed. All
carriers (wireline and wireless) will be required to contribute to participate in the
unassigned interim number porting process under the supervision and direction of the
Connecticut telecommunications industry task force discussed above.

d. Service Specific Overlay

As the record of this proceeding indicates, Connecticut residents throughout the
public hearings have repeatedly suggested that area codes be specifically assigned to
telecommunications services and/or technologies. The Department acknowledges that
it has been preempted by the FCC from further investigating this issue. FCC
Declaratory Ruling and Order, FCC 95-19, In the Matter of Proposed 708 Relief Plan
and 630 Numbering. Plan Area Code by Ameritech - Illinois (Ameritech Order),
Released January 23, 1995; Second Report and Order, p. 124, 11285. Nevertheless,
Connecticut residents have offered a sensible and acceptable solution for the
assignment of new area codes in Connecticut. In support of the FCC's decisions in this
matter, it often cited to the effects service specific assignments would have on
telecommunications competition, the need for 10-digit dialing associated with the
implementation of a service specific overlay and the disadvantages that cellular and
paging providers would experience if a service specific overlay were introduced.
Ameritech Order and Second Report and Order. In the opinion of the Department, the
FCC decisions are not in the best interests of Connecticut customers.

The record of this proceeding does not indicate that the wireless industry is in
direct competition with the wireline industry. Nor does the record indicate that a
wireless specific overlay would interfere with customer choice or confer any competitive
advantages or disadvantages on either the wireline or wireless industries. Lastly, while
paging and cellular customers would be required to reprogram equipment, change
telephone numbers etc., the Department finds that such activities would be necessary
for any telecommunications end user experiencing a change in area codes during a
geographic split. The Department also finds that Connecticut end user customers want
a single, identifiable NPA that, is among other things, directly associated with the
wireless industry. See for example, transcripts for hearings conducted on September
18, 1997, September 25, 1997, October 7, 1997, October 9, 1997, October 16, 1997,
and October 21, 1997. The Department further finds that the interests of Connecticut
end users is best served by providing for a service specific overlay.

The Department does not believe accepting Connecticut end user suggestions
proffered during the public hearings to be unreasonable. Accordingly, the Department
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will require the telecommunications task force to investigate and report to the
Department the industry actions and associated time period required to "take back"
wireless telephone numbers while moving all existing wireless end user customers to a
new statewide wireless NPA. The task force will also be required to investigate and
report its findings concerning the movement from 7-digit dialing to 10-digit dialing as
required by the implementation of any area code overlay. Lastly, the task force will be
required to investigate the effects of implementing a service specific overlay would have
relative to forming a barrier to entry for companies wanting to offer telecommunications
services in Connecticut. Concurrent with the task force's investigation, the Department
will separately petition the FCC to reconsider its decisions against the implementation
of service specific overlays.

e. Conclusion

It is expected that permanent number portability will be deployed in April and
October 1998, thereby ameliorating the 860 and 203 area code exhaust issues.
However, in the event that LNP is unavailable and INP does not satisfactorily provide a
sufficient quantity of telephone numbers in either the 860 or 203 area codes, more
extreme measures will be necessary. At that point in time at which the industry task
force has determined and informed the Department that more extreme measures are
necessary, (i.e., the introduction of a new area code(s)), the Department will reopen this
proceeding to direct the assignment of the 975 and 459 NPAs.

IV. FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Connecticut is expected to experience an exhaust of NXX codes within the 860
and 203 NPAs in the near future.

2. Contributing to the potential exhaust of NXXs is consumer demand for cellular
telephones, pagers, computer modems, facsimile machines and requests for
multiple lines for homes and businesses and CLEC's requests for large blocks of
numbers.

3. The FCC has prohibited all service-specific or technology-specific area code
overlays because they would exclude certain carriers or services from the
existing area code and segregate them into a new area code.

4. 161 NXXs were expected to be assigned in the 860 NPA and 156 NXXs are
expected to be assigned in the 203 area codes during calendar year 1997.

5. 159 NXX codes are forecasted to be available in the 860 NPA and 135 NXX
codes in the 203 area code during calendar year 1998.

6. SNET reduced the number of its current toll rate centers from 115 to 86.

7. NXXs are assigned on a rate center basis.
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8. By reducing the number of rate centers, the availability of NXX codes and
telephone numbers associated with those codes was increased.

9. SNET extended the 860 NPA exhaust date from May 1998 to February 1999 and
the 203 area code exhaust date from February 1999 to July 1999 as a result of
its rate center consolidation.

10. NXXs codes are associated with specific points or rate centers In the
telecommunications network.

11. Each NXX code contains 10,000 telephone numbers and when reserved by
service providers, must be reserved in their entirety, even though the provider
may not require full use of the entire 10,000 numbers at that time.

12. Telecommunications services providers are assigned NXX codes that
correspond to each rate center in which they intend to offer service.

13. Number porting technology will delay the potential exhaust of telephone numbers
within the 860 and 203 NPAs.

14. SNET will require 6-months for network translation work and 12-months to
conduct the permissive dialing period if a geographic split is implemented and 6
to 9-months to conduct the required network translations and 9- to 12-months to
implement the permissive dialing period with an area overlay.

15. LNP will be fully deployed in the Hartford and New Haven MSAs prior to the 860
and 203 area code exhaust dates, and therefore, area code relief (e.g.,
geographic split or area overlay) should not be immediately necessary in those
areas.

16. Interim number portability measures could address area code relief in the short
term in the event number pooling efforts fail or the Hartford and New Haven LNP
dates slip and/or telephone numbers are exhausted in the 860 and 203 NPA
MSAs not served by LNP.

17. INP will only be offered in the event that LNP is not available and the NXXs in
the 860 and/or 203 area codes have been exhausted.

V. CONCLUSION AND ORDERS

A. CONCLUSION

Connecticut is facing another telephone number exhaust situation within the 203
and 860 NPAs. Through the use of various measures (Le., rate center consolidation,
number pooling, and permanent and interim number portability techniques), telephone
number exhaust should be delayed well beyond the year 2000.
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For the following Orders, please submit an Original and five copies of the
requested material, identified by Docket Number, Title and Order Number to the
Executive Secretary.

1. No later than, March 16, 1998, all wireless service providers, ILECs and CLECs
shall immediately return any NXX codes which have been reserved on or before
April 15, 1997 and are not yet opened as of the date of this decision. Also, any
unopened 1,000 number blocks will be returned to SNET, Connecticut's current
telephone number administrator, to be pooled for future assignment. If the return
of these 1,000 number blocks will leave the provider with fewer than 300 free
numbers to issue, an additional block of 1,000 numbers may be retained to serve
new customers between January 15 and March 31,1998.

2. No later than, March 31, 1998, a Connecticut telecommunications industry task
force shall be formed that would be comprised of one member from each of the
telecommunications services providers currently offering service in Connecticut,
a representative of the North American Numbering Plan Administrator, Lockheed
Martin IMS and OCC. The task force shall have a deadline of May 1, 1998, to
forward rules and procedures to the Department for the near term management
of NXX resources in Connecticut.

3. SNET and the task force shall report to the Department the number of remaining
NXXs in the same format as provided in SNET's response to Interrogatory TE-7
as described above in Section 111., B., 2., a.

4. No later than September 1, 1998, the industry task force shall report to the
Department its findings concerning its investigation of the implementation of a
service specific overlay as described above in Section 111., B. 2., d.
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